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In a notice on p. 238 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


- The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. viii. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 233-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal, ” and 
a note of a Report issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period will be found on pp. 230-1. 


A statement of the import duties under the new 
Chinese Customs Tariff, which is to come into operation 
from the 31st inst., as notified on p. 213, is published as 
a supplement to the present issue of the “ Journal.” 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
a tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Railway Material, SUPPlY (1) locomotives; (2) 100 ft. spans; 
pitied (3) rails, steel, 50 lbs. per yard; (4) fishplates . 
for same, and (5) brass boiler tubes, for the Indian State Railways. 
A 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m., or may be obtained on application to the Director-General 
of Stores, India Office, Whitehall,S.W. Tendersare to be delivered 
at that office by 2 o’clock p.m.; on Tuesday, the 28th inst., for Nos, 
3, 4 and 5, and on Tuesday, the 11th prox., for Nos. 1 and 2, after 
which times respectively no tender will be received. 


In a review by Dr. Watt of existing information regarding alkalis 
Enterprise in the (earths, ashes, alkaloids, &c.), published in the 
Profietion of > Agricultural Ledger” Series issued by the 
Copper ‘and India, is goad the 
: ‘ ion of the extensive deposits of copper pyrites 
Sulphuric Acid. 14 exist in India for the combined  cslkettion 
of copper and sulphuric acid and the still further manufacture of 
the phosphatic deposits of India and adjacent countries into super- 
phosphates would open a highly lucrative field of enterprise. 
As an exemplification of such results it may be added that 
the production of sulphuric acid from iron pyrites was in Germany 
358,149 tons in 1882, and 754,151 tons in 1898, and of that large 
quantity only 25,000 tons were exported, the balance being used 
up in the German chemical industries which within the past three- 
quarters of a century have expanded from a mere nominal value to 
a capitalisation of 50,000,0001. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

ee .._ Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A Bradford firm desire names of Canadian 
shippers of wood wool. 

A London firm ask to be placed in communication with 
Canadian manufacturers of doors, mouldings, deals, shelving, &c., 
who wish'to develop trade in South Africa where the firm have 
a branch. 

Canadian Enquiry—A Canadian company manufacturing stair 
newels, balusters, chair materials and similar goods, are exhibiting 
samples under the charge of a representative at the City branch of 
the Imperial Institute, 49, Eastcheap, E.C., where inspection by 
importers interested is invited. 

Note-——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 
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TRANSVAAL.. |. 
The Sei, of Trade have received a notification to the clleet that 
the Government of the Transvaal.is desirous of 
obtaining samples of school desks of the latest 
and most improved patterns,'and the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, S.W., are prepared to 
forward to the Colony without charge any patterns delivered by 
British manufacturers free on board in London. « 
Due notice must be given to-the Crown Agents of intended 
deliveries, and packages must be clearly addressed as Stews 


Director Public Works, 
Pretoria, 
c/o Jecks and Co., 
(School Desks) Port Elizabeth. 
Reqn. 


SEYCHELLES. 
The report on the Seychelles Islands for the year 1901 contains 
an account written by the Curator of the Botanic 


® Station there, in which attention is called to the 
“industry. rather surprising fact that, notwithstanding a 


good climate and ample sources for a supply of 
manure,” agriculture in the Seychelles seems to be in a backward 
state. This is attributed to lack of capital and to the abnormally high 
rate of interest at which alone the planter is able to secure advances. 

If means could be adopted for obtaining capital at reasonable rates 
to help the planters, the present industries of the island would in 
a short time be extended, whilst others would be established. 

* See article on pp. 201-2. 


NORWAY. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office from 
Senter: the the H.M. Consul-General at Christiania a notifica- 
Gentine of Mteek tion to the effect that tenders are invited for 

PP 4 the supply of steel bars to the State Lights and 
may. Marks Office, Christiania. 
The following round steel bars of rolled steel (‘ Flussjern”) are . 
required to be delivered about the middle of March, 1903:— |. — 
About 40 bars 105 millimetres diameter and 5 metres long. 


” 70 ” 5°6 ” 
” 30 ” 105 a ie ” 6:3 ” ” 
” 50 ” 150 ” ” ” 5 

10 ,, 150 ” 2°5 
40 ,, 150 at thickest. end, 


tapering,* and 6°3 metres long. i 
Conditions of.tender can be seen at the Office of the Director of 


* May also be translated merely “ pointed,” 


a2 
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Lights, Christiania, where also tenders stating price ey thousand 
kilogrammes will be received— 

1. For the 105 millimetre bars, 

2. 2 150 ” ” (cylindrical), and 

3. 150 tapering* bars, 
up to noon on the 12th prox. The exact number of bars will be 
announced on the napieeae of the tender. 

* May also be translated merely “ pointed.” 


BELGIUM. 
The “Bulletin Commercial” of 20th/2lst inst. contains an 

Tenders for announcement to the effect that tenders will 

Railwa be opened on the 3rd December next by the 

Const A “Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer 

Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue de la Science, 

Brussels, for the construction of the line from Grammont to 
Audenarde. 

The upset price of the work is 415,961 francs (16,638/.), and a 
deposit of 40,000 francs (1,6001.) is required. Tenders by regis- 
tered letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the 
Company at the address given above, where they will be received 
not later than the 2nd December. Plans, estimates, and conditions 
of contract may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office 
of M. De Moor, Quai des Moines No. 27, Ghent, after the 
10th November. 

- A statement of the conditions of contract may be obtained on 
payment of 1 franc (10d.). 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 24th inst. contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened at 1 p.m. on 
yooh 7th prox. in the Secretariat of the Adminis- 
trative Council of the “ Manutencio Militar” 
for the supply of 10,000 flour bags. The conditions of the com- 
yetition are on view in the said Secretariat. 


The “ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen ‘on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board*of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day, between the hours “of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 20th inst. contains a notice calling 
: for tenders to be presented up to 5 p.m. on 


ob 24th prox., and which will be opened at 1 p.m. 


Canal'sation =) 29th idem in the office of the Minister of 
Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 


eni Bri¢ge. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


Works, Madrid, for the works of straightening and canalising the 
Vadillo Creek and for the construction of a metal bridge over the 
said creek on the high road from Ajalvir to Vicélvaro, province of 
Madrid, at the upset price of 43,816°22 pesetas, or about 1,3182. 
The estimate, statement of conditions and plans are on view in the 
Ministry named and in the office of the Civil Government: of 
Madrid. A provisional deposit of 2,200 pesetas, or about 66I., is 
required to qualify any tender. 


The same “ Gaceta” pein a pete calling for tenders, which 
ashe wil opened at 11 a.m. on 28th prox. in the 
“ Salas Consistoriales ” of the city of Chinchilla, 
for the establishment and working for 15 years 
of an electric light service in the said city. A minimum of 130 
incandescent lamps of 10 candle power each (the maximum being 
250 such lamps) is required for the public use, and these will be 
paid for at the upset price of 224 pesetas, or about 13s. 6d., per 
10 candle lamp the first year, and 20 pesetas, or about 12s., each 
succeeding year. To private houses the contractor must not charge 
more than | peseta 80 per month for each light of 5 candle power, 
or 3 pesetas for each of 10 candle power. Further conditions are 
stated in the “ Gaceta.” A provisional deposit of 1,966°25 pesetas, 
or about 59/., is required to qualify any tender. . 
The ‘“Gaceta” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 249 of the “Board of Trade 

Tenders fi Journal” of the 7th August last, on the subject 

al wha of tenders for oakwood for the Royal Arsenals, 

; the Italian “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” of the 18th inst. 

contains a notice to the effect that a reduction of 5°15 per cent. 

having been made in the upset price in the tenders submitted on 

the 18th ult., fresh tenders are invited for oakwood to the value 
of 79,590 lire (about 3,1841.). 

Tenders will be opened simultaneously at 11 a.m. on the 5th 
sae at the Directorate-General of Royal Arsenals at Spezia, 

aples and Venice. A deposit of 8,550 lire (about 3351.) is 
required to qualify any tender. 

The “Gazzetta” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. F 
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A despatch has re i at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

nsul-General at Genoa, notifying that sealed 

‘ ‘Tenders for Tin tenders are invited for the aupply te the Italian 

, in Tagete. ‘Navy of tin in ingots to the total value of 

96,950 lire (about 3,878/.), to be delivered at the Royal Arsenals 
at Spezia, Naples, Venice and Taranto and Castellamare. 

Tenders will be opened simultaneously at the Directorates- 
General of the Royal Arsenals at Spezia and Venice, at 11 a.m. on 
the 12th prox. A deposit of 9,700 lire (about 388/.) will be 
required to qualify any tender. 

A translation of the specification may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


H.M. Consul-General further notifies that sealed tenders will be 
Teriders for opened at 11 a.m. on the 12th prox. at the 
Gipver in Tnvote Naval Palace, Spezia, for the supply of copper 
in in ingots for castings of the estimated total 
value of 31,500 lire (about 1,2601.), to be delivered at the Royal 
Arsenal at Spezia. A deposit of 3, 100 lire (about 1241.) is re- 
quired to qualify any tender. 
_ A copy of the specification, together with a translation thereof, 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any sid 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p-m. 


BRAZIL. 

A despatch dated 16th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Materials for from H.M. Consul at Bahia, reporting that a 
Bridee and Road contract was signed on the 13th August last, 

aeeedtion between the State Government of Bahia and a 

British subject, for the construction of an iron 
railway bridge, 170 metres in length, and 6 metres in breadth, 
across the River Paraguassu (latitude 12 degrees 7 minutes, 
longitude 40 degrees, 4 minutes), and further for the construction 
of a road suitable for road locomotives, from the station of Sitio 
Novo, on the Bahia Railway, to the town of Itaboreba and thence 
to Orobo Grande, a total distance of 38 miles. 

It may be noted that all material imported from abroad in 
connection with the above undertaking is to be admitted into the 
country duty free. 

A précis of the terms of the concession, and a rough sketch 
map have been forwarded by the Consul, and may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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COSTA RICA. 


According to the “Bulletin of the International Bureau of 
American Republics” for September, an im- 


portant Decree has been promulgated in Costa 
Sentnde and Rica authorising the survey and preparatory 


C “ work for the construction of a branch railway, 
artago. or electric tramway, from a point on the line 
of the Pacific Railway to the towns of Alajuela and Heredia, 
terminating in the province of Santo Domingo. A survey will 
also be made for a branch road which will run from the station of 
the Pacific Railway at San José to Cartago. The construction of 
these branch roads by the State will take place, in the order 
mentioned on the completion of the main line of the Pacific 
Railway. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 25th ult. contains a notice 
Material for calling for tenders for materials for the con- 
Railwa struction of the railways from Perico to Ledesma 
Const: ref and from Punto de los Llanos to San Juan, to 
onstruction. be presented in the Sub-Secretariat of the 
Ministry of Public Works at 3 p.m. on 29th prox. 


The same “ Boletin” contains an Order granting to Messrs. J. G. 
. int Killey & Co. the right to construct and work a 
Railway Plant. notre gauge railway from Rosario de Santo Fe 
to Bahia Blanca, by way of San Urbano, Vedia, Lincoln, Casares; 
and La Colina, with sundry branches. The conditions of the 
concession are stated in the “ Boletin,” and among them is one 
providing for the free entrance, for twenty years, of such materials 
intended for the construction and working of these railways as are 
not produced in the country in quality and quantity sufficient 
according to the judgment of the executive power. 

The “Boletin” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Nanking in his recent report states 
that there are two railways projected at present 


cere to that port, one from Shanghai via Soochow 
— and Chinkiang, and the other from the mineral 
Nanking. — fields of Shansi. The latter line will have its 


actual terminus at Pukou, a suburb of Nanking on the opposite 
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bank of the Yangtze, which cannot be crossed at this point. Both 
railways are to be built by British companies. 

The Consul goes on to say that the future prospects of Nanking 
depend entirely on the construction of these lines, which will 
revolutionise the commercial conditions of the port by making it 
one of the great distributing centres of China. But it is on the 
Shansi line in particular that the hopes of the city must rest. 
The proposed route of this railway is from Tséchou in Southern 
Shansi to Kaifengfu, where it will cross the Pekin and Hankow 
line, and thence along the present main road through Western 
Honan and Anhui to Pukou, the total distance being about 500 
miles. It is to be built by the Pekin Syndicate, and is primarily 
intended to provide an outlet to the Yangtze for the mineral wealth 
of their great Shansi concession. There is no doubt, however, that 
the general traffic alone will enable tne line to pay its way 
handsomely. The route has been admirably selected, both in the 
interests of the syndicate and of China, to which the line will be 
of immense benefit in developing the resources of some of her 
wealthiest but least accessible provinces. The country through 
which it passes is well inhabited, and, as a rule, exceptionally 
fertile—wheat, beans, groundnuts, and seed of all kinds growing 
in great abundance. 

The importance of this railway to Nanking may be gauged by 
the fact that by its means the port will become the sole outlet of 
the produce of over 100,000 square miles of the richest soil in the 
Empire. At Pukou the line will have in many respects an 
excellent terminus. The Yangtze is navigable up to this point 
for the largest steamers at all seasons of the year, and there is 
deep water right up to the river bank. ‘The objection to the place 
is its liability to floods. Preference, nevertheless, will always be 
given by exporters to the line which has the more convenient 
outlet to the sea, and Nanking is 400 miles further down the 
Yangtze than Hankow. A serious rival will be the German line 
in Shantung, which is certain to make a did for the traffic of 
Honan and Anhui, and will have the advantage of being the first 
in the field. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,907.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
SEYCHELLES. 


The recently issued Colonial Office report on the Seychelles Islands 
Siheecn for 1901 states that it has now been decided to 
Exhibition in ‘hold in September, 1903, a second Industrial 
a008. and Agricultural Exhibition, and the pro- 
gramme of exhibits is being prepared by the Agricultural Board. 
The first exhibition was held in September, 1901, and, it is said, 
attained an unexpected measure of success. 
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TRADE OF THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY 
(YEAR ENDED 30TH JuNE, 1902). 


Referring to the table on p. 256 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 7th August last, showing the value of the import 
trade of the Orange River Colony during the first quarter of 1902, 
the Board of Trade have received copy of a return drawn up by 
the Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, showing the value of the 
goods imported into and exported from. the Colony during the 
year ended the 30th June, 1902. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
be mre during the year 1901-2, as compared with that of 


Year ended 
Articles, 30th June, | 30th June, 
“ 1902. 
Articles of food and driok ... 
Haberdashery ae 98,000 156,000 . 
South African produce ae bq ded 40,000 83,000 
Apparel and slops (ineluding hats) see ove wae 42,000 65,000 
Cotton manufactures ive ove oe 35,000 59,000 
Leather manufactures : 
Boots and shoes and leatherxare 30,000 44,000 
Corn and grain 15,000 40,000 
Hardware, brass and copperware, obs 17,000 38,000 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, &c. 24,000 29,000 
Tobacco of all kinds oan 29,000 25,000 
Drugs and chemicals ah 13,000 23,000 
Wood, raw and manufactured (includes ‘furnitare) 8,000 22,000 
Blankets ose 34,000 19,000 
Cocoa, chocolate and confectionery one is eee 19,000 17,000 
Stationery and fancy goods ant id 6,000 16,000 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, and plated w ware eee ved 14,000 15,000 
Woollen manufactures... 10,000 14,000 
Soap and candles... 8,000 10,000 
Tron, galvanised and corrugatel ste 3,000 8,000 
Oilsofallkinds ... 4,000 5,000 
Vehicles : 
Bicycles and accessories ... 3,000 3,000 
Other kinds of vehicles ... 2,000 4,000 - 
All other articles see 
Totalimports... 671,000 1,070,000 


The total value of the goods exported from the Orange River 
Colony in the year ended 30th June, 1902, was 16,9791., as com- 
pared with 45,185/. in the year 1900-1. This decrease is chiefly 
due to a decline in the exports of blankets and sheets, the figures 
‘for 1901-2 being 1,154/. as compared with 17, 1161. in 1900-1. 
Of the total exports in 1901-2 7,2961. worth were sent to Cape 
Colony, 4,6761. to Natal, and 3, 9131. worth to Basutoland, the 
remaining 1,094/. worth going to ‘the Transvaal. 
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The annual report on the Bahamas for the year 1901, recently 
issued by the Colonial Office, contains a report on the salt industry 
of Inagua by the Resident Justice, Mr. P. W. D. Armbrister, in 
which it is stated that some of the small proprietors of ponds there 
have resumed salt manufacture with good results. The article 
raked is of the best quality, and no doubts whatever would be 
entertained in regard to the success of this industry if it could 
only be carried on upon a sufficiently extensive scale. Inagua’s 
fame as a salt-producing island has not yet died out. The quality 
of its once staple production is still remembered by salt merchants. 
To insure success to this industry, however, outside capital is most 
necessary. In order to compete successfully with other salt- 
producing islands (Turks Islands, for example) the tramways ought 
to be repaired, and rolling stock renewed. Salt pans require 
cleaning and windmill pumps and other appliances need repairs. 

Dealing in small quantities of salt affords but a small margin 
of profit under the present system of transportation. The value 
of salt at the ponds is 4d. a~bushel; transportation and shipping 
charges amount to 2d.; other expenses bring the cost of salt up 
to 3d. a bushel on board ship. The usual price offered by dealers 
for small quantities is 34d., leaving a profit of 4d. a bushel (some- 
times less) to the pond proprietor. 

Notwithstanding the fact that there is a demand for Inagua salt 
in the United States, in large quantities, very little can be done in 
the Island itself in the matter. The salt pond is about a mile 
from the shipping place, and all of the salt is transported by 
means of a few small carts, drawn by diminutive horses, 12 bushels 
to the load. Arriving at the sea-shore the salt is deposited on the 
ground. Here a number of men are employed placing the article 
in bags, which are tied up and put upon the heads of other 
labourers, who convey them to boats moored near the shore. 
When the boats are loaded they are rowed off to the vessel; the 
bags are handed up on deck and their contents emptied into the 
hold. This state of affairs might easily ke remedied by the 
expenditure of a sufficient amount of money for establishing more 
up-to-date methods, thereby lessening the cost of transportation, 
and, consequently, increasing the profits of those engaged in the 
industry. It is not a matter for surprise that the present 
antiquated system of handling has proved a serious obstacle to the 
successful prosecution of the salt industry. The Turks Islands 
(better favoured by nature) have almost completely ousted Inagua 
from the salt business. Their ponds being near the shore, the 
proprietors were better able to cut down the price of salt and 
thereby attract buyers. pat 

The report goes on to say that the pond at Inagua is capable of 
producing at least two million bushels a year, and there is a good 
market in the United States. The people in the Island, however, 


30;1902.]. ‘THE: BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 201- 


The Salt Industry of Inagua (Bahamas). 


from lack of capital, are unable to produce the article in sufficient 
quantities as required; and, even if they were, have no facilities 
for conveying it to the sea-shore and placing the same on board 
ship. At Turks Islands the cost of producing salt and placing it 
on board ship is a little over 2d. a bushel, yet the Colony thrives 
upon the business, besides paying an export duty or royalty of 
about 4,000/. a year. 

- Mr. Armbrister concludes by saying that to any person willing 
to invest 3,0001. or 4,000. in the salt business Inagua offers many 
inducements, amongst which are the following, viz. :— 

1st.—Constant communication with the United States, and 
weekly mails. 

2nd.—A demand in the United States for Inagua salt in large 
quantities. 

3rd.—Inagua ponds are able to produce two millions of bushels 
annually. 

4th.—If properly handled the salt should not cost more than 
13d. a bushel on board ship, after paying all expenses, interest on 
capital included. 

5th.—The price of Inagua salt is at present 34d. a bushel. 

6th.—There is no export duty on salt such as exists at Turks 
Islands. 

For several years past the quality of salt produced has been all 
that could be desired, while the yield of the pans worked is quite 
equal to that obtained during the best years of the business. 


THE GUANO DEPOSITS OF THE SEYCHELLES. 


In the report on the Seychelles for 1901 recently issued by the 
Colonial Office, the Curator of the Botanic Station states that, 
with regard to the manuring of the soil, it is very fortunate 
that, in a granitic country like Seychelles, guano deposits are 
found in many of its islands. This guano constitutes at the 
same time a mineral wealth of the Colony. The deposits are 
almost invariably ancient, and guano beds are in process of 
formation only in distant islands where immense flocks of birds 
are still to be found. On many islands the guano is found 
in dusty layers on the surface of the soil. This surface guano is 
dark in colour, especially when it is moist. ‘There are numerous 
tints, which vary between yellowish brown and reddish black. 
The lighter-coloured guanos are richer in phosphoric acid, and the 
dark ones are full of organic matters which increase the percentage 
of nitrogen. All this surface guano is now more or less mixed 
with vegetable decay. 
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Under the action of rain, and in the presence of the carbonic 
acid of the atmosphere, the phosphates of lime are dissolved and 
sink through into the soil, displacing the carbonates of lime where 
the island is madreporic, thus forming a second layer of mineral 
guano, which is generally lighter in colour, and the richness of. 
which in phosphoric acid reaches, and even exceeds, that of the 
surface guano. Where the island is granitic, and where clay is 
mixed with the guano deposits, the phosphates of lime in a soluble 
state take the place of the silicate of alumina, and a phosphate of 
alumina is formed. Sometimes the transformation of phosphate of 
lime into phosphate of alumina is complete, and no molecule of 
phosphate of lime remains undecomposed. 

Even the granitic rocks which are found in the sub-soil of some 
islands are attacked by the solution of phosphate of lime; and 
when the surface of these rocks is analysed to an inch or more in 
depth it is found that all the phosphate of lime has penetrated 
and transformed the rock, which sometimes contains as much as 
25 per cent. of phosphate of alumina. 

All these different phosphates originating from the guano 
deposits are found in immense quantities, which are estimated at 
over several kundreds of thousands of tons. On the same island 
very different| kinds of guano deposits are found, and scientific 
investigations are rendered necessary when the extraction of 
guano is started. 

Some of the above-mentioned guanos are exported to Mauritius, 
South Africa, and Europe, and, as the phosphoric acid they contain 
is very soluble in citrate of ammonia, they are much appreciated 
everywhere. When they contain less than 20 per cent. of phos- 
phoric acid they are very seldom exported on account of their not 
being able to bear the cost of freight, as the price they fetch 
depends on the quantity of phosphates they contain. These poor 
guanos remaining in Seychelles will always form an important 
reserve for the agricultural development of the Colony. 

Another source of manure is to be found in the deposits of sea- 
weed which are washed up in some places during the north-west 
monsoon and in others during the south-east monsocn. ‘The com- 
ponent parts of these weeds very nearly approach those of good 
farm manure, but with a greater percentage of potash, and it is well 
known what wonderful effects they produce in the cultivation of 
granitic countries like the coast of Brittany in France. 
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DANISH PRODUCTIONS CONTROLLED BY THE STATE 
DURING 1901. 


The Danish Statistical Department has recently issued its 
annual report concerning productions controlled by the State,’ 
from which the following particulars concerning distilleries, 
breweries, and sugar manufactories have been extracted by the’ 
“Danish Export Review ” :— 

Distilleries——During the year 1901, 7,340,000 galls. of spirit 
(14°3 under proof) were produced in 45 distilleries, of which 41. 
were worked by steam. ‘lhe number of distilleries is continuously 
decreasing, in 1870 it was 317, in 1880, 219, in 1890, 113, and. 
now it is only 45, or one-seventh of the number in 1870. The 
production is accordingly amalgamated into fewer but larger 
manufactories, especially large limited companies. The quantity 
produced was somewhat larger in 1901 than in the preceding year, 
but in general the production has during the last ten years con- 
tinuously been about 7,000,000 galls. The production is accord- 
ingly not in proportion to the increase in the population. This is, 
however, not due to a decrease in the consumption of alcoholic 
drinks, but to the fact that there is an increasing consumption 
of beer. The quantity of spirits consumed by the population 
and for industrial purposes was 7,540,000 galls. in 1901, as com- 
pared with 7,200,000 galls. and 7,620,000 galls. respectively in 
1900 and 1899. The export to foreign countries in 1901 was 
26,700 galls. 


Breweries.—The brewing of lager beer took place in 43 breweries, 
and the total quantity produced was 23,900,160 galls. The average 
production for each brewery in 1901 was about 555,000 galls., 
against 504,000 galls. in the year preceding, and 381,000 galls. in 
1892. Four breweries in Copenhagen produced about the same 
quantity as all the other breweries in the country put together. 
‘Tax was paid on a quantity of 21,120,000 galls., and it amounted 
to 6,240,000 kroner (nine kroner per 30 galls., with an allowance 
for the first 180,000 galls. brewed). During the years the beer 
tax has been levied (from 1st October, 1891), the consumption has 
continuously increased from year to year. In 1896 the increase 
was highest compared with the preceding year, viz., 1,545,000 
galls., the lowest increase was in 1901, about 30,000 galls. 

Of beer exempt from tax a quantity of 33,000,000 galls. was: 
brewed during the pericd 1st June, 1900—31st May, 1901,.in 376 
breweries, which was all consumed in the country. Compared. 
with the year before there was a decrease in the number of. 
breweries as well as in the quantity produced. The breweries 
which produce this kind of beer are much smailer than those 
which produce taxed beer; they only produced on the average. 
87,000 galls. each, while the others produced 555,000 galls. each. . 

The consumption of taxed beer in Denmark in 1892 was 
14,880,000 galls., in 1898 20,970,000 galls., and in 1901 21,150,000. 
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galls., while of beer exempt from tax 26,520,000 galls., 30,900,000 
galls. and 33,000,000 galls. were respectively consumed. 

_ Beet Sugar.—In the seven manufactories in the country, 1,155,000 
cwts. were produced in 1901, and 40,000 cwts. were exported. An 
extraordinary increase in the production has taken place during 
the last ten years, and the largest quantity has been produced in 
1901. This is partly due to the reduction of the sugar tax in 1891. 
During the years 1888-92 400,000 cwts. were produced yearly 
on the average, in 1897 970,000 cwts., and in 1901 1,155,000 cwts. 
The production of light sugars was in 1899 and 1900 a much larger 
proportion of the total quantity than before. In 1901, however, a 
change took place, only 26 per cent. of the production being light 
sugar, as compared with 45 per cent. in 1900. The consumption 
of sugar amounted on the average during the years 1888-92 to 
778,000 cwts., in 1898 to 1,290,000 cwts., in 1901 to 1,480,000 
ewts., or an annual consumption of about 66 lbs. per head. 


THE TRADE OF MASKAT 1901-02.* 


- The following particulars relating to the trade of Maskat (also 
known as Muscat) in the year ended 31st March, 1902, are from 
the Administration report of the Maskat Political Agency for that 

ear. 

- It will be remembered that last year the Sultan for the first time 
took the Customs Administration under his own control, instead of 
farming it out to a contractor, the result being a satisfactory 
increase of revenue. 

This year, the revenue, assessed on the value of trade, according 
to figures furnished by the Customs superintendent, amounts to 
some Rs. 4,000 less than last year, but this difference is more than 
accounted for by the fact that during the year two vessels with 


valuable cargoes bound for Maskat have never been heard of, and, 


presumably, foundered at sea. 

The report states that the great desideratum at present is, 
undoubtedly, the improvement of the Custom-house, wharf and 
premises, which are not a credit to the State, but the Local 
Government has lately started work in this direction, which, it is 
hoped, will be carried to completion. It is interesting to record 
that the satisfactory pecuniary results of his Customs Administration 
at Maskat have prompted the Sultan to assume the direct control 
at other ports in Oman, of which hitherto the Customs have been 
“farmed.” Barka, Mesnaa and Suweik on the Batineh coast have 


already been taken in hand, and also Sur to the south of Maskat, 
and it is expected that other ports will follow as time goes on. 


_* For. previous articles on Maskat trade, see “Board of Trade Journal” for 


28th June, 1900, 3rd January, 1901, and 3rd October, 1901. 
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The total value of trade for the year, as furnished by the 
Customs department, is returned at 4,637,764 dols., as against 
4,725,776 last year, showing a decrease of 88,013 dols. Last 
year there was an increase on the import side; this year the 
imports are responsible for the decrease, the figures falling from 
3,365,883 dols. to 2,996,688 dols. The chief items which have 
contributed to this result are arms, cereals, coffee and silk. 

There has been an increase in the value of exports this year, the 
figures being 1,641,076 dols., as against 1,359,893 dols. last year. 
The items mainly accounting for the increase are dates and dried 
fish, in both cases the increases being due to a prosperous season. 

The following tables show the value of the imports into and 
exports from Maskat in the years ended 31st March, 1900, 1901, 
and 1902, distinguishing the principal countries of origin and 
destination :— 


-A—Imports into Maskat. 


From. : 1899-1900. | 1900-1901. 1901-02. 
Dols.* Dols.* Dols.* 

India... ...| 1,657,900 1,869,293 1,961,157 
United Kingdom ... ... 388,600 862,880 497,280 
France aes 61,550 134,850 116,700 - 

Asiatic Turkey as 108,110 75,624 24,517 

Americat ... 40,000 61,960 47,200 

Other countries... aed 40,000 30,000 64,268 - 
Dols. | 2,600,720 3,365,883 2,996,688 

Total | | '800,000 

B.— Exports from Maskat. 
To. | 1899-1900, | 1900-1901. 1901-02. 
Dols.* Dols.* Dols.* 

India vod oni a 1,117,700 1,036,185 1,218,614 

Turkey in Asia... 119,000 74,275 35,166 
Zanzibar and East Africa... Ron Bie 104,300 10,000 33,290 
Other countries... ose 83,300 111,933 131,331 
Total Dols.| 1,583,300 1,359,893 1,641,076. 

153,000 136,000 164,000 


* Maria Theresa dollar = 2s. (about). . + Includes South America. 
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UNITED STATES COMPETITION IN THE WORLD'S 
COTTON GOODS TRADE. 


With reference to the article published at pp. 158-9 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for 24th October last, the Board of 
Trade have received from the United States Treasury Bureau 
of Statistics, the summary of an address delivered by Mr. 
O. P. Austin, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, United States 
Treasury Department, before the New England Cotton Manu- 
facturers’ Association at New York, on the Ist inst., from which 
the following is taken:— 

Practically all of the cotton goods consumed in the United 
States is produced by its own manufacturers, importations of 
‘manufactured cotton amounting to less than 10 per cent. of the home 
consumption. The value of the cotton manufactures of the United 
States was stated by the census of 1870 at 177 million dollars, and 
in 1900 at 339 millions, or an average of 4°65 dollars per capita in 
1870, and 4°46 per capita in 1900. But the fact that prices have 
fallen more than one-half meantime, while the per capita con- 
sumption has not materially changed, indicates that the quantity 
consumed per individual has greatly increased, and this is sustained 
by the fact that the amount of cotton annually consumed by 
American mills has more than quadrupled since 1870. The fact 
that the manufacturers have fully kept pace with a consumption 
which has quite quadrupled since 1870, and have during recent 
years begun to seek markets abroad, suggests that they are now in 
@ position to enlarge their field of operations. In recent years they 
have developed the art of relieving the congestions in the home 
market, caused by over production, by exports of cotton manu- 
“factures, and the exports of cotton cloths have increased from 
14 million yards in 1870 to 147 millions in 1885, and 504 
millions in 1902, or 36 times as much in 1902 as in 1870. 

Up to this time the great cotton markets of the worid have been 
chiefly supplied by manufacturers situated in countries which 

roduce no cotton and which draw their raw cotton from the 

nited States. The value of the cotton goods imported by those 
countries having statistical records amounts to nearly 600 million 
dollars annually, and of these the United States supplies at present 
but about 30 millions per annum, or less than 5 per cent., nearly 
all of the remainder being supplied by countries which ‘do not 
produce cotton and which draw practically all of their raw cotton 
from the United States. 

The annual importation of cotton goods, considering the world by 

rand divisions, are: Asia, 220 million dollars; Europe, 172 millions; 
North America, 69 millions ; South America, 48 millions ; Africa, 
42 millions; Oceania, 22 millions; and to this must be added pro- 
bably 50 millions for those countries having no statistical record of 
their importations. Considering the importations by countries, the 
most important importers are India, with annual imports to the 
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value of 107 million dollars; and China, 73 millions. At the 
present time this market for over 600 million dollars’ worth of 
cotton manufactures is supplied chiefly by Europe, which exported 
544 million dollars’ worth of cotton manufactures in 1901; Asia, 
49 millions; and North America, 31 millions. Of this total 
export of cotton manufactures, no less than 359 million dollars’ 
worth was exported by the United Kingdom alone, 59 millions 
by Germany, 36 millions by France, 35 millions by India, and 
32 millions by the United States. Of the 400 million dollars’ 
worth of cotton cloths exported, 365 million dollars’ worth was 
sent from Europe, which produces no cotton, and but 26 million 
dollars’ worth from the United States, which produces three- 
fourths of the world’s cotton; while of the 127 million dollars’ 
worth of miscellaneous cotton manufactures exported, 120 million 
dollars’ worth was from Europe and but 6 millions from the 
United States. Of the 100 million dollars’ worth of yarns 
exported, the value of 58 millions was from Europe, 30 millions 
from India, and none from the United States. Thus, of the 
625 million dollars’ worth of exports of cotton manufactures 
entering into international commerce last year, the value of 
544 millions was from Europe, which imports all of the cotton 
which it utilises, and only 31 millions from the country which 

roduces about three-fourths of the world’s cotton—the United 
States. 

The suggestion that the United States may henceforward obtain 
a larger share in supplying the cotton manufactures imported by 
the world is strengthened by the evident fact that the industry of 
cotton manufacturing is gradually moving toward the cotton pro- 
ducing countries, os that the United States, the world’s greatest 
producer of cotton, is outrunning the European countries in the 
manufacture of cotton goods. In 1890 the United Kingdom 
used 3,227,000 bales of cotton, and the United States 2,189,000 
bales, or about 66 per cent. of the number used by the United 
Kingdom. In 1901, however, the United Kingdom used 
3,269,000 bales, and the United States 3,435,000 bales. 
In 1890 the number of spindles in operation in the United 
States was only about one-third of the number in tho United 
Kingdom, now it is 43 per cent. of the number in the United 
Kingdom. In 1890 the quantity of cotton manufactured on the 
continent of Europe exceeded that in the United States by 56 
cent., now the excess is only 33 per cent. From 1890 to 1901 the 
consumption of cotton in the United Kingdom and on the conti- 
nent of Europe has increased but 18 per cent., that of the United 
States 57 per cent., and that of India, also a cotton producing 
country, 66 per cent. : 
_ With regard to “the Eastern peril,” so called, or the supposed 
danger that the cotton manufacturers of the world may be over- 


= 
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whelmed by the cheap labour of the Orient when it is applied to 
the manufacture of cotton goods, the develapments thus far have 
not justified that belief. On the contrary, the increase in earnings, 
coupled with the increased popularity of cotton goods which has 
come with the increase of cotton manufacturing in India and 
Japan, has resulted in each case in an actual increase in the 
importation of cotton goods during the very period in which the 
home manufacture of cotton was making rapid gains. In Japan, 
although the number of spindles in operation has nearly quadrupled 
since 1890, the annual average value of cotton goods imported in 
the five years ending with 1901 is double that of the five years 
ending with 1890; while in India, although the cotton spindles 
have increased in number from 1,400,000 in 1880 to over 5,000,000 
in 1901, the average annual importation of cotton manufactures is 
now greater than in 1880. , 


COTTON GROWING IN CUBA. 


The following information on the subject of cotton growing in 
€uba is taken from the “ New York Tribune” of the 3rd ult. 

“ The subject of cotton raising in Cuka has become of wide-spread 
interest here (Havana), and it has been generally recognised as of 
the greatest importance to the island, in view of the present low 
price which is commanded by the two principal products of the 
island, namely, sugar and tobacco. The extremely small returns 
from these two products, which the Cubans had come to believe 
were the only things that could be grown on their fertile land, 
have caused them to seek other ways of gaining a livelihood, and 
one way has been found in cotton raising. Now that this product 
has come under a careful study, the people who are investigatin 
its possibilities are astonished at the promise which is held forth. 
The Sea Island variety can be grown here better, and in almost 
double the quantity to the acre, than in any other place of which 
there is any record. It seems incredible, but, to begin with, it can 
be safely stated that on a farm of a caballeria (334 acres), the sum 
of 8,021°65 dols. clear profit can be made over and above all 
expenses. These figures are not theoretical, but have been proved 

riment. Sea Island cotton’s minimum production in Cuba 
‘is 1,500 Ibs. of seed cotton to the acre, and the maximum is 2,000 
Ibs., and the latter is not at all infrequent. A caballeria, then, 
calculating at the minimum production, will produce 50,000 Ibs. of 
seed cotton. This seed cotton will give one-fourth of its weight in 
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lint cotton, or 12,500 lbs. At, the latest report from Liverpool, 
this cotton brought 27 cents a pound* which would mean 3,375 dols. 

“ Out of the 3,375 dols. for which the cotton can be sold in 
Liverpool, the cost of the production of the cotton must be 
deducted. The price of land and all will be included in this 
estimate. One caballeria will cost the small sum of 333 dols. 
In the south, one plough hand and one hoe hand are employed to 
cultivate 40 acres. In Cuba, one plough hand and two hoe hands 
will be needed, These people for six months will cost the farmer, 
including wages and rations, 300 dols. The seed to plant the 
caballeria will cost 23°35 dols. To pick the cotton will cost 
30 dols., and, estimating that the seed will pay for the ginning, 
which it will more than do, the total cost of cultivation, picking, 
&c., amounts to 353°35 dols. Deduct this amount from the 
previous figures and there remains the net profit of 3,021°65 dols. 
The reason for this immense profit in Cuban cotton is that Cuba 
produces more cotton to the acre, and of a longer staple, than that 
produced in any other part of the world. Cuban cotton is a full 
three-and-a-half inch staple and upwards, and according to good 
authority, no other country has produced a three inch staple, 
except in exceptional instances. The reasons for the greater pro- 
duction and excessive length of the staple are the length of the 
season and the humidity of the climate, which permits it to grow 
to full maturity. 

“The question has become one of national interest, and also 
international interest, because American capital is investing in 
cotton lands, and investments are rapidly being made. The Cuban 
Congress has a Bill before it which will undoubtedly pass. This 
Bill provides for the free admission through the Cuban Custom- 
houses of all cotton machinery, and the encouragement of the 
industry in every possible way.” 


'* 27 cents per pound would have been remitted after payment of freight and 
charges, is doubtless meant. 


. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TRANSVAAL. 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Tariff received, through the Colonial Office, a copy of 


an extract from a telegram which has been 

received by that from the Governor 

of the Transvaal having reference to the new Tariff which came 
into force last week. é 

The changes notified in the above telegram are as follows :— 

1. Decreases.—Machinery and other articles charged at 14 per 
cent. under the previous Tariff are now free. The following 
articles are also free :—Agricultural implements, brass, copper, 
iron, steel, lead, tin, zinc and composition metals in the following 
forms: angle, bar, channel, hoop, rod, roof, plate, sheet, girder, 
pipe, ingot, disc, block; also cement plants and unmanufactured 
wood. Special duties under the previous Tariff on the following 
articles are repealed :—Barley, bottles, chaff, coal, copper wire, 
cycles, mineral waters, oats, oat hay, pianos, poles, printed matter, 
shot, sulphuric acid ; and these articles are now subject only to the 
ad valorer, duty of 74 per cent. Jams, preserves, confectionery, 
&c., have been reduced to 14d. per lb. and matches to 2s. per gross. 

2. Increases.—Spirits have been increased to the followin 
rates :—Perfumes, ll. per gall. ; liqueurs and cordials, 15s.; other 
sorts, 14s. per proof gall. with allowance for underproof to the 
extent of 15 per cent.; cigars, 6s. per lb. ; cigarettes, 4s. per lb. ; 
tobacco, manufactured, 3s. per lb., and unmanufactured, 2s. per lb. ; 
wine, other than champagne, has been increased to 4s. per gall., 
whilst champagne and sparkling wines remain unaltered. All 
these articles continue to be subject to the general ad valorem 
duty of 74 per cent. 


BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Administrator of British 
New Guinea, a copy of the “Customs Duties 
Ordinance of 1902” (No. 1 of 1902), increasin 
ri the duty on “trade” and unmanufactu 
* tobacco imported into British New Guinea on 
and after 17th May, 1902, from 1s. to 1s. 6d. per lb. 


a 
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NEW ZEALAND. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “New Zealand 
Gazette” for 4th September, 1902, which 
Tariff Decisions. contains a copy of an Order issued by the 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs dated 
3rd September, 1902 (No. 694), notifying the following Decisions 
under the Customs Import Tariff of New Zealand :— 


Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 


Belt-stretcher, for bringing together the ends of wnrhton oe 


As artificers’ tools yer Free. 
Clock, with electric light attache 1— 

As clocks . 20 %, ad val. 

The battery or cartridge, whether | in the article or tli 
separately— 
As “machinery, electric, and appliances ” oe 

Electric torch—- 

As lamps ... 20 » 

The battery or cartridge, whether in the article or imported 
separately — 
As “machinery, electric, and appliances ” a's 

*Family portraits in oil— 

Duty to be paid on frames only. 
*Gasolene— 

As benzine ove ove Free. 
Kinetoscope— 

As magic lanterns Free. 
Oil, “Solar,” a mineral oil for making gas— 

As kerosene Free. 
Gilass-cutting apparatus, circular (diamond) — 

As artificers’ tools poe oes Free. 
Paint ground in varnish, japan or gold size— 

As paints ground in oil or turpentine... 2s. 6d. per cwt. 


Pictures, “ Portfolios of the Nations,” pictures (Cassell and Co. ), 
bound in stiff covers— 


Rivetting-machine for making clothing— 
As machinery, not otherwise enumerated... 


Stamped copper work in the rough for making gas-fittings— 
As “articles and materials suited only for, and to be used 
solely in, the fabrication of goods in the colony o uae Free. 


* Revised Decision. 


RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
, Office, to the effect that the Russian Customs 
avaped Department have notified, by a Circular dated 
Classification. the 25th September/8th October, that tamarinds 
are henceforth to be dutiable under paragraph 4 of No. 62 of the . 
Tariff, at the rate of 824 copecks per poud gross (5s. 5d. per cwt. 


gross). 


THE BOARD OF TRADE. JOURNAL, [Oct. 30, 1902.. 


Tariff Changes.and Customs. Regulations. 


FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


The ‘Journal Officiel de l’Indo-Chine Frangaise ” for 
Cig shies contains the text of a Decree issued on the 
of 28th August last by the Governor-General. of 
French Indo-China, prohibiting the exportation 

_ of rice and paddy from Annam to any destina- 
tion other than the territories of Indo-China itself. 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 15th inst. contains the text of a 

. Royal Order, according to which certain cloths 

used for textile machines are dutiable 

Cloths used for under No. 302 of the Spanish Tariff at the rate 

Textile Printi of 18 pes. 50 cts. per 100 kilogs. (7s. 6d. per cwt.). 

Machines 8 The cloths affected by this Decision are—(1) 

: those composed of unbleached cotton cretonnes, 

pressed, with india-rubber between the alternate layers, and (2) 

coarse woollen tissues with a cotton tissue similar to that above 

mentioned attached with india-rubber to one or both sides. The 

employment of such cloths for machinery purposes must be 

oe ee in order to entitle them to enter under this section of 
e Tariff. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
caiaoen Customs Tariff of the United States which have 
Deities recently been published by the Treasury 
Department at Washington, for the guidance 

of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Appliquéed articles—The term “ articles appliqued,” as used in 
paragraph 390 (in the silk section) of the Tariff, includes 
appliquéed fabrics or piece-goods, as well as articles ready for 
immediate use. 

Marble polishers.—-Variously shaped articles of honestone with 
one smooth surface, designed for use in the series of marble- 
polishing processes, and not suitable for sharpening edge tools, are 
not entitled to free entry as “ hones” under paragraph 574 of the 
Tariff, but are dutiable under Section 6, as unenumerated manu- 
factured articles, at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

‘Raspberry pulp, consisting of crushed raspberries containing no 
preservative other than their own juice, is dutiable as “ fruit 
preserved in its own juice,” under paragraph 263 of the Tariff, at 
the rate of 1 cent per lb. and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

‘Leather chatelaine bags, small leather bags with a metal frame- 
work and a metal hook and clasp by which they are attached to 
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the belt of a dress, or carried on the wrist by a chain, and used for 

purposes of utility rather than of ornamentation, are dutiable at 

35 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 450 of the marie as 
“manufactures of leather not specially provided for.” 


SAN DOMINGO. 


A recent report of the United States Minister at Port-au-Prince, 
tant states that the Dominican Government has 
= enacted a Law by which all exports before 
Regulations. leaving the country are to be examined by 
officers of the Government, and, if found to be damaged, are to be 
confiscated, and a fine imposed on the exporters. Goods not 
properly prepared for shipment are to be so marked, and the 
shipper fined. Sugar and all other articles when found to be in 
good condition, are to be free from export duties for a period of 25 
years. Bags used for the shipment of omnes, nares and cocoa are 
to pay only half the present duty. 


CHINA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
New Cust Office, to the effect that the Inspector-General 
nd me of the Chinese Maritime Customs has been 
Tariff“ Date of instructed by his G t to put th 
Coming into Foros, instructed by his Government to put the new 
me specific Tariff into operation from the 31st inst. 
The new Tariff is published as a supplement to the present issue 
of the ‘ Journal.” 


214 ‘THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Oct. 30, 1902. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Mercantile Marine Committee met on the 22nd inst. and again 
. on the 23rd at the Board of Trade. 

The following members were present :—Sir 

of the Board of Francis H. Jeune, G.C.B., Captain H. Acton- 

Trade. Blake, Mr. W. F. G. Anderson, Mr. Thomas 

Burt, M.P., Captain A. J. G. Chalmers, Colonel 

J. M. Denny, M.P., Mr. Walter J. Howell, Vice-Admiral R. M. 

Lloyd, C.B., Mr. William Milburn, junr., and Mr. J. Havelock 
Wilson. 

Captain G. E. Patey, recently Assistant-Director of Naval 
Intelligence, gave evidence on behalf of the Admiralty with 
reference to the dependence of the Navy on the Merchant Service 
as a reserve in war time. Captain J. Chalmers and Captain D. 
Stewart gave evidence on behalf of shipmasters and officers, and 
Mr. J. E. Foley, as representing the Bristol Channel licensed 
boaiding masters. : 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that, according to 
mM sue the “ Peterburger Viedomosti ” of 24th ult./7th 
inst., it is announced that the Messageries 
Branch Office at Maritimes” Company are about to open a 
Brdanovedsk branch office at Krasnovodsk, in order to avoid 

employing intermediary agencies for the trans- 

port of goods intended to be shipped for Mediterranean’and British 


ports. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 170-1 of last week’s issue of 
the “ Journal,” the “‘ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” 

amet of 2nd/15th inst. states that according to a 
— telegram from Kharbin the opening of regular 


: traffic on the Chinese-Eastern Railway is post- 
Eastern Railway. poned for a year. 


ITALY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 
-1:,:__ Consul-General at Genoa, forwarding copy and 
Decree Prohibiting t,anslation of a Decree issued by the Prefect of 


the Taking of 4 
that city forbidding the taking of photographs 
ee oe sketching from merchant vessels anchored 


Sketching in the . 
. in the port of Spezia, or from other 

Port of § ng po pezia, other specified 
The full text of the Decree may be seen by persons interested 

on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 

of 10 a.m. and 5 p.r. 
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Shipping and Transport. 


CHINA. 


The report of the Commissioners of Customs at Tientsin for the 
: year 1901, which has just been received, states 
erin ded og that Chinwangtao was open to trade on the 15th 
* December last, in order to insure regular postal 
communications by sea with the south, and the expectations held 
with regard to regularity were fully realised by the numerous 
steamers that visited the new port during the winter 1901-02, for 
the mails arrived and left quite as regularly as during the summer 
season. 

The harbour works have been pushed on a good deal in the 
course of the year 1901, but are still far from completion. It is, 
however, expected that before the end of 1902 the outer break- 
water will be advanced sufficiently to give mooring space and 
protection in all weathers to at least ten steamers of a draught 
varying between 20 and 14 feet. The breakwater which is to 
shelter the harbour will also serve as pier and have a width of 
60 feet, and will therefore afford ample space for laying down four 
tracks of rails. 

As to the future of Chinwangtao, it may be expected that it 
will become, within the next few years, the landing place for all 
heavy cargo shipped to North China, that it will become an 
important point for the shipment of coal and other minerals, and 
that it will be, in time, a great manufacturing place for railway 
material and machinery. The land at Chinwangtao which was 
acquired by the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company will 
probably during the current year be put up for sale, on the under- 
standing that future owners and ratepayers are to form a cosmo- 
politan municipality on the model of the Settlement at Shanghai 
north of the Yangkingpang, giving equal rights and obligations 
to all. The idea that Chinwangtao should do harm to Tientsin 
trade will probably not be seen realised for several generations to 
come ; but what the opening of the port may and should effect is 
the development of an almost untouched mining region within 
the Great Wall, as well as South-eastern Mongolia—a large tract 
of country where many commercial developments are at all events 
within the limits of the possible. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A recent issue of the “ Agricultural Ledger” contains a saab by 
Dr. Watt of existing information regarding 
Limestone Indian alkalies, from the follow brief 
© Deposits. indication of some of the more important lime- 

stone and marble deposits of India has been extracted :-— 

Lime is a scarce article in many parts of India. Much of the 
lime used in Calcutta is carried many hundred miles by river and 
railway. The want of a pure limestone flux at moderate cost has 
been the chief difficulty in working the iron furnaces in the 
Raniganj coalfield. 

Limestone is, however, of widespread occurrence throughout 
British India, but as a rule the available deposits are at a distance 
from the centres of demand, and consequently the price of lime 
rules high. ‘The most important sources, commercially, are :— 

1. Katni—in the Jabulpur District—supplies a lime of excellent 
quality, which is carried as far as Calcutta (737 miles distant), and 
forms a large proportion of the lime used in that city. 

2. Sylhet.— Along the southern foot of the Sylhet hills there is 
an inexhaustible supply of lime in the limestone of the nummulitic 
series, which formerly supplied the whole of the demand of Calcutta 
and Lower Bengal, and still does so to a large extent. 

3. Bhotasgarh.—'lhe lower Vindhyan limestone near Rhotasgarh 
is quarried to a small extent and exported down the S6n in boats ; 
it was largely used in the works of the Sén Canal. 

4, Himalayas——Along the foot of the Himalayas, boulders of 
limestone are collected and burnt in large quantities every year ; 
the slaked lime is exported on camels, and supplies a large portion 
of the Punjab, and the North-Western Provinces. 

5. Andamans.—'l‘here is a band of cream-coloured marble near 
Port Blair ;which may prove of economic importance, as it is at 
about the same distance from Calcutta as Katni, and the lime. is of 
equally good quality, 

6. Other Localities where limestone is known are numerous but 
at present of merely local importance, or in most cases of no value 
whatever. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The following table, showing the total quantity and value of 
Mineral metals and minerals produced in Victoria in 
eiteetten of the year 1901, is compiled from statistics 
Victoria in 1901. published in the annual report of the Secretary 
for Mines of Victoria for the year 1901, the 

corresponding figures for the preceding year having been added for 
purposes of comparison :— 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 


1900, 1901, 

Quantity | Value. Quantity Value. 
Gold ive sed ob ...| 807,407 | 3,229,628 789,562 3,102,753 

‘ons. | Tons, 
Coal 211,596 101,599 209,329 | 147,191 
71 5, 7 | ‘181 
Infusorial earth ... ... 300 1,500 
Clays (brick) ove | 5,008 6,500 
» (pottery) ... 4,000 5,000 

Building stones (basalt, sand- 

stone, granite, slag, flagging, &c.) — | 85,000 — 45,000 
— — 3,380,244 _ 3,312,162 


The output of coal in 1901 was 209,329 tons, valued at 
the mines at 147,191J., or 14s. 7d. per ton. As compared with the 
output for 1900, the small decrease of 2,267 tons is shown ; the 
value, however, increased by 45,5921., or from 9s. 7d. to 14s. 7d. 
per ton. 


BARBADOS. 


A recent report on Barbados issued by the Colonial Office states 
‘ that manjak or glance pitch, as it is sometimes 
oe and called, is used for making the varnish known as 
black, for insulating electric cables, 
The export of manjak from Barbados during the last five years 
is stated to have been as follows—- 


Year. Tons. 

| 


The first mine was opened on College Estate in January, 1896, 
In 1901 there were nine mines at work, and of these, three are .in 
the hands of a company called the Barbados Manjak Mines, 
Limited, employing from 70 to 100 labourers daily, who are paid 
for tunnelling and timbering work by the piece or task. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 


In the same district in which the asphaltum or manjak deposits 
~are found, petroleum exists in small quantities. This industry is 
also in its infancy; and in the absence of legislation and Govern- 
ment supervision the yield and money value of it cannot be 
ascertained. There are some 19 wells, and of these there are about 
12 which vary in depth from 60 feet to 1,000 feet and from four 
to six inches in diameter, yielding about 1,400 gallons of oil per 
week. About 16 persons are employed in the actual collection of 
petroleum and they are paid by task work, about 10d. per 50 
lons. 
othe petroleum is disposed of locally at a price of 2d. to 6d. per 
gallon, and is used as fuel and for lubricating machinery on some 
of the sugar estates. 
ae annual output may be stated at 7,200 gallons—worth about 
1,0007. 


NORWAY. 


With reference to = 0 rw published on p. 28 of the 
“‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 2nd inst. respectin 

the discovery of important iron ore 

F Vadso, the Board of Trade have received, through 
the Foreign Office, a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General 
at Christiania, meen | certain information taken from an 
article recently published by Professor Vogt relating to the iron 
ore at Narvik, which will, in the very near future, with the 
completion of the Ofoten Railway, become a very important 
industry. 

Professor Vogt states that already iron ore obtained from the 
mines at Kirunavara and Luossavara, both in Sweden, has been 
exported from Narvik. In many places in Ofoten, such as 
Blaafjeld, Strand, Bergvik, &c., considerable deposits of ore, 
which can be transported very cheaply, have been discovered. This 
ore, however, it is said, does not contain more than 40 per cent. of 
iron, but lends itself to smelting in combination with the Swedish . 
ore, which, it is said, is richer in iron. In Ofoten, both Swedish 
and Norwegian ore will be easily procurable at a cheap rate 
of transport. 

Professor Vogt holds out the prospect of starting, in course of 
time, refining the ore on the spot, thus further developing this 
branch of Norwegian industry, and promoting the import of coal 
(or cokes) for use of the smelting furnaces for which purposes the 
Andé coal, good for gas-making, is not suited. ae 
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ARGENTINA. 

According to an authority a in — “ Bulletin of the —— 
national Bureau merican Republics” for 
ana September, an Argentine under the 
Plant. name of “La Blanca,” has been organised in 
Buenos Ayres, with a capital of 1,500,000 dols. 
gold, for the purpose of engaging in the business of frozen meats. 
is plant will be erected at Barracas del Sur, a suburb of the national 
capital, and the products will be exported to Europe, South Africa, 
and other markets. In addition to the exportation of frozen 
meats, the company will trade in live cattle, and will supply 
Buenos Ayres and other centres of the Republic with fresh meat, 
and with this object in view will establish a large slaughter-house. 
The refrigerating plant will have a capacity for handling 5,000 
sheep and 250 cattle daily, and the machinery will be capable of 
freezing 1,000,000 sheep and 50,000 head of cattle annually, while 
the storage capacity will accommodate 70,000 carcases of sheep 

and 4,000 carcases of cattle. 


It may be noted in reference to the foregoing that the “ Boletin 
Oficial” of Argentina of 16th ult. contains an order granting 
permission to the above company, subject to certain conditions 
which are stated, to construct two wharves on the Riachuelo de 
Barracas at Buenos Aires, to fill up the space between the pro- 
posed wharves and the company’s own buildings, and to establish 
Decauville railway lines (between the said wharves and the said 
buildings) of ‘50 metre gauge for the purpose of loading and 
discharging. 


CHINA. 
With reference to pr ase on Bis of last week’s issue of the 
* of Trade Journal,” respecting the dis- 
Cont nity on covery of a coal measure on the Wei-hsein 
a coalfields, the report of the Commissioner of 
6 Customs at Tsingtao for 1901 recently received 
states that the seam is three metres thick and of sufficient length 
to warrant the sinking of a shaft, which is now being proceeded 
with. The coal, adds the Commissioner, is a bituminous gas coal ; 
it burns with a clear flame and comparatively light-coloured 
smoke, and does not cake like the Japan coal. It is not expected 
that it will be on the market before the spring of 1903. The 
boring trials are being continued in the Po-shan Valley with most 
favourable results. The whole valley is a vast bed of coal. <A few 
li distant from these coalfields are the iron ore deposits of the 
T‘ieh-shan, near Chin-ling-chén, which are also being surveyed. 
The ore is reputed to contain the unusually high percentage of 
from 65 to 70 per cent. of iron. 
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“AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED. KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
“Gorn Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week the 25th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... ods 248, 11d. 
Barley ... ... 268. 4d. 
Oats 178. Od. 
For further particulars see 


A statement is published on p. 229, showing the quantities of 

;__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 

paral uce. week ended the 25th inst. as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


GERMANY. 


According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 

production of raw sugar in Germany in August 
Sugar Production. and September last, the first two months of 

the new sugar campaign, was only 18,204 metric 
tons as compared with 67,182 metric tons during the corresponding 
months of last year. The production of refined sugar shows an 
increase however, 166,682 metric tons having been produced in 
August and September, 1902, as compared with 126,526 in August 
and September, 1901. The number of sugar factories which 
worked up raw beet in the German Customs Union in September 
last was 105, and the weight of beets used was 81,593 metric tons. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The, “ Review of the River Plate” (Buenos Ayres) of the 27th ult. 
publishes extracts from the report of the Chief 
eee of the Statistical Department of the Argentine 
for 1901.02. Ministry of Agriculture on the crop results of 
the Argentine Republic for 1901-02. 
The following table shows the production of wheat and linseed 
in the several districts :— 


Province. Wheat. Linseed. 

‘Tons. Tons. 

Santa Fé ... ase was 349,742 151,090 
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Agriculture. 


The highest yields have been in the Province of Buenos Ayres. 

For the 1898-99 crops the yield in that province exceeded 1,200 
kilos. per hectare sown, and in many instances reached 2,500 kilos. 
In 1899-1900, the returns showed that 13 per cent. of the agri- 
cultural districts had produced from 1,500 to 3,500 kilos. per 
hectare, and the returns for 1900-01 have been more or less the 
same. ‘This year the yields of over 2,000 kilos. per hectare in wheat 
and linseed have been even more general than during the past year. 

The area sown with linseed for the 1901-1902 crop amounted to 
780,000 hectares, and if it had not been for the drought which 
destroyed the greater portion of the crops in Santa Fé, Cérdoba 
and Entre Rios, the yield would have been 700,000 tons, or about 
35 per cent. of the world’s production. 

The following table shows the area sown and the yield of wheat, 
maize and linseed during each of the last three years :— 


Wheat, Maize. Linseed. 
Year. 
Hectares. Tons, Hectares. Tons. Hectares. Tons. 
1899-00 __...| 2,190,444 | 2,800,000 | 1,244,182 | 1,800,000 | - 258,412 250,000 
1900-01 __...| 3,307,749 | 1,964,437 _ 607,352 389,951 
1901-02 _...| 3,296,066 | 1,534,405 | 1,405,806 | 2,134,165 | 780,000 | 365,035 


The area under peanut was 23,765 hectares; under tobacco, 
12,696 ; sugar cane, 67,218; and under vines, 45,533. 

The production and consumption of sugar in Argentina during 
each of the last three calendar years was as follows :— 


Year. Production. Consumption. 
| Tons. Tons. 
1899 “ 92,855 105,157 
1900, 114,473 96,655 
1901 | 163,695 159,660 
| 


The following table shows the production and consumption of 
wine as shown in the returns of the Inland Revenue Department 


of Argentina:— 


a | Production. Consumption. 
Hectolitres. Hectolitres. 
1900 1,149,751 1,154,916 
1901 ° 1,844,196 1,381,554 


Nore.—Hectare = 2°47 acres ; Hectolitre = 22 Imperial gallons, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 23rd inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 94,487 and the number imported during the 
43 weeks ended the 23rd inst. was 2,692,229. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended ‘the 23rd 
inst., 4,558 bales, and for the 43 weeks, 382,871. 
For further details see p. 228. 


CEYLON. 


The report for the year 1901, recently issued by the Colonial 
Office, gives the following figures as showing 


Trade in 1901. the annual value of the trade of Ceylon for the 
last five years :— 
Year. Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1897 ... 85,730,157 83,229,303 168,959,460 
1898 ... 87,525,035 93,801,890 181,326,925 
1899 ... 101,542,220 111,405,650 213,007,870 
1900 ... 114,544,256 | 106,006,460 220,550,716 
1901 ... 104,050,036 | 100,182,170 || 204,232,206 
| 


In the same report it is stated that Professor Herdman has now 
fully investigated the pearl oyster banks, and 
Pearl Fisheries. his report is favourable, showing that no disease 
exists, and that under careful supervision the 
prospects of the pearl fishery are good and that the banks will 
probably be ready to be fished in 1903. [See also “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 2nd inst., p. 31.] 


BARBADOS. 


The foltowing table, showing the total value of the imports into 
and exports from Barbados in each of the last 


Trade in 1901. _five years, is taken from a report on that island 
recently issued by the Colonial Office :— 
— 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. | 1901. 
Imports ... -| 1,008,699 | 1,058,885 998,006 | 1,045,251 | 1,021,679 
Exports ... 736,162 769,231 845,590 919,011 950,175 
Total trade os) 1,744,861 | 1,828,116 | 1,843,596 | 1,964,262 | 1,971,854- 
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Miscellaneous. 


In textile manufactures, metal and other articles, Great Britain 
easily holds its own. It has practically no competitor. It exports 
to Barbados manufactures to the value of 356,700I. out of a total 
supply of the value of 450,800/. But in the matter of the supply 
of live animals and foodstuffs the United States takes the lead, 
for out of a total value of 361,592/., 249,136/. worth is received 
from the United States, Great Britain ranking next with 58,3991, 
and British North America third, with 54,0571. 

The quantity of manures and fertilisers imported shows a 
reduction amounting to nearly 27 per cent., which cannot be 
accounted for otherwise than by the necessity for decreasing 
expenditure upon sugar cultivation even at the risk of efficiency. 
The planters were without the money to spend, and the outlook 
gave no indication of a rise in the price of sugar sufficient to 
warrant the merchants giving credit for the usaal expenditure 
upon fertilisers. The import duty was reduced from the 1st April, 
1901, from 8s. 4d. per ton to 4s. 2d. per ton. 

The food-stuffs taken from the United States consist chiefly of 
flour, maize, cornmeal, bran, pollard, biscuits, and pork. In the 
case of many articles of commerce Barbados acts as a depdt for 
other West Indian Colonies. 

Of the 950,175/. at which the total exports were valued, 744,008/. 
was in respect of the produce of the colony. The principal exports 
of colonial produce were sugar and molasses, but other articles of 
commerce obtained by local industry were also exported to the value 
of nearly 30,0001. Among these may be noted chemical manu- 
factures and products, 2,088/.; raw hides, 2,326/.; lime 2,9101. ; 
rum, 1,1531.; manjak, 9,394/.; plants, shrubs and seeds, 2,5491. ; 
and dried, preserved, fresh fruit and vegetables, 6,452, 


- 


SEYCHELLES. 


The report on the Seychelles Islands for 1901, gives the total 

values of the imports into and the exports from 

Trade in 1901. those islands (exclusive of specie) during each 
of the last five years as follows :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 

- Rs. Rs. 


B 
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The value of imports during the last five years from those 
countries from which Seychelles principally draws its supplies 
is given in the following table :— 


Country. 1897, | 1898, 1899, 1900. 1901. 


Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
United Kingdom ».| 248,798 136,550 323,406 359,862 400,725 
India 235,144 317,123 334,693 316,112 304,748 
Mauritius con ove] 137,66) 137,802 123,641 153,363 282,446 
France ... ... | 104,519 | 131,496 | 177,619 | 152,532 | 192,260 


The principal countries to which Seychelles exports its produce 
are still the United Kingdom, France, Mauritius, and India, and 
the declared value of the exports to these countries during the last 
five years is given in the subjoined table:— ~~ 


Country. 1897, 1898, 1899. 1900. 1901. 

| Bs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
United Kingdom _...._ 687,906 505,505 | 907,142 | 437,756 | 537,135 
France... ... 348,380 290,958 | 472,814 | 173,124 | 563,902 
Mauritius ws) 152,579 | 157,094 | 107,919 | 177,843 | 205,266 
India ..| 264,605 | 284,711 | 271,997 | 110,121 78,354 


“| | 

Of the total value of exports in 1901, the declared value of 

vanilla exported was Rs. 1,108,792, as compared with Rs. 580,877 
and Rs, 1,338,720 in 1900 and 1899 respectively. 


NoTe.—Rupee = 1s. 4d. 


RUSSIA-SIBERIA. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of the 
Fur Trade of 16th inst., the French Commercial Agent at 
Central a> . Irkutsk, in a recent report, draws attention to 
the importance of the fur trade of Central 
Siberia. The provinces of Irkutsk and Kamtchatka are the 
richest in wild animals, the most important being squirrels, 
sables, ermine, pole-cats, deer, lynx, foxes and hares. In a single 
year furs to the value of 70,000 roubles are sold in the district of 
Irkutsk alone, whilst in that of Kiremsk the sale is still more 
important. The skins are usually sold at the large fairs which are 
held in the district of Kiremsk and Verkolensk sometimes in May 
or-.June, but more often in January. In the most important of 
these fairs, the sale has reached as much as 300,000 roubles. 
According to the French Commercial Agent, the method which 
should be employed by foreign merchants in buying furs, is that 
of sending an agent at the proper season to buy direct from the 
hunters, 
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ITALY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé 
Rate of Exchange D’ Affaires at Rome, in which it is stated that 
ia diciiaees the rate of exchange for Customs payments was 
Tocamuiiies fixed in the “ Official Gazette” of 12th inst. at 
aed par, t.e., 100 lire for 100 francs. The agio on 
gold, which has for so long been a heavy burden on import trade 
in Italy, has for some weeks past been merely nominal, and may 
now be said to have disappeared. The following figures will serve 
to illustrate the steady decline of the rates of exchange for the 
100 francs on Paris, which practically governs the Italian bill 
market :— 


— Maximum. Minimum. 

Lire. | Lire. 
1897-98... ace 108°60 104°30 
1898-99... eee 109-90 106°40 
1900-1901 ... «ak nice 10705 104°35 
1901-1902 (up to 18th October) ens oe 104'85 100°00 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch dated 3rd inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Vice-Consul at Jackson- 


ee < ville, reporting the consolidation of all the 
res naval stores companies of Florida and Georgia 


in that city. The capital stock of this trust is 

Jacksonville. dols. (about 600,0001... The new 
company, it is said, will work the business of 700 turpentine 
operators, and control the output of more than 2,000,000 acres of 


virgin pine forest. 


URUGUAY. 


The “ Montevideo Times” of the Ist inst. publishes the statistics 
, of the foreign trade of Uruguay during the first 

oun a six months of the current year, supplied from 
. ‘ official sources, to which, for the sake of com- 


parison, have been added the figures for similar periods of 1901 
and 1900. 


B2 
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Imports. 
First Six Months of | 
1900. 1901. 1902, a 
Dollars. Dollars, Dollars. 
Drinks in general .. ee ..| 1,480,042 1,269,733 1,026,754 
Comestibles, cereals ‘and | 2,685,153 2,558,430 2,429,639 
Tobaccos and cigars 106,697 136,145 99,570 
Stuffs and woven goods ... $64 .».| 2,411,700 1,936,962 2,103,786 
Made clothing 678,565 523,245 600,873 
Raw and industrial material and 
machinery 3,501,915 4,139,859 3,843,720 
Various ees 1,835,602 1,253,557 1,238,610 
Live-stock ... weil 541,609 691,400 459,783 
Total ... ... Dollars | 12,741,283 | 12,509,331 | 11,802,735 
Exports. 
First Six Months of... 
Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. 
Live-stock ..: 459,632 819,033 452,040 
Slaughter-house 15,490,722 | 16,991,146 | 18, 419, 159 
Agricultural products... 1,481,919 117,036 1, '377, 549 
"196, 866 | 279,256 430 
Provisions for vessels 64 083 70,807 65,911 
Total pe on Dollars | 17,707,638 | 17,782,249 | 20,599,554 


The value of the total trade of the country for the ‘first six 
months of each of the last five years is as follows :— 


Dollars. 
<< Tr ... 91,514,398 
1899... ... 84,568,866 


1902... ove 32,802,289 
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REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 22nd inst., 
Mr. John Thomson (President) occupying the chair. 

The minutes of the African Section recorded that arrangements 
had been made with Sir Charles King-Harman, K.C.M.G., Sir 
George C. Denton, K.C.M.G., and Major Nathan, C.M.G., 
Governors respectively of Sierra Leone, Gambia, and the Gold 
Coast, to confer with the African Section and other members of 
the Chamber. It is understood that Sir William M‘Gregor, the 
Governor of Lagos, will also visit the Chamber before his return to 
his administration. Subjects of interest to the African Section 
will be discussed at these interviews, special reference being made 
to the cultivation of cotton in the British West African Colonies. 

Among other matters under discussion were the New China 
Customs Tariff, the marking of goods for Mahometan markets, the 
Sanitary Condition of- Cape Coast (Gold Coast), South African 
Exhibitions, Custom-house irregularities in Turkey, &c. 


At the rooms of the Manchester Chamber on the same date Mr. 
P. Miillendorf, of the ‘“ Cologne Gazette,” gave an address upon 
“Cotton-growing in German Africa.” In the course of his address 
Mr. Miillendorf spoke of the development and prospects of the 
most promising of the German Colonies, viz., Togo and the 
Cameroons. He said that experiments in cotton-growing were 
undertaken by the Colonial Agricultural Committee with the 
financial help of German spinners. In the Cameroons the recent 
reports of explorers and officers showed that the hinterland people 
were experienced agriculturists. Beyond the forest girdle of West 
Africa there were vast tracts of land fit—and used—for the cultiva- 
tion of grain and cotton. Near Lake Chad rice and cotton were 
more common than in many other parts of the Soudan. Cotton 
growing in West Africa ought to be greatly improved. 

In May, 1900, the Colonial Agricultural Committee determined 
to try cotton growing by American experts in the Togo Colony. 
Mr. Miillendorf described in detail the work which was undertaken, 
and said that, on the whole, the experiences of the expedition had 
given to the experts every reason for hoping that in a few years 
many thousands of bales of cotton would be produced there. 

Mr. Miillendorf ‘also said that experiments in cotton growing 
would be made shortly in German East Africa, and added that the 
Agricultural Committee would have the benefit of the experiments 
the Manchester Cotton Growing Association were about to begin 
in a still larger field, as that new organisation had arranged 
with the German Agricultural Association for the exchange of 
information. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 43 Weeks ended 23rd October, 1902. 


Week ended | 43 Weeks | week endea| #3 weeks 
ended ended 
_—_—— 23rd Oct. 23rd Oct., 
» | 28rd Oct., 23rd Oct., 
1902, 1902 1902. 
IMPORTS. EXPoRTs. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... —...| 75,201 |:2,043,849 2,503 235,708 
Brazilian oo oe ae 4,897 211,528 500 21,979 
East Indian ... een oe 285 56,799 760 29,377 
Egyptian... ......| 14,064 $27,925 559 89,715 
Miscellaneous oes 40 52,128 236 6,092 
Total... ae iets 94,487 2,692,229 4,558 382,871 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 25th October, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 25th October,1902 .. .... 24 11 | 26 4 | 17 

Corresponding week in— 
4128.9 
1897 ... eve 32 10 27 «656 16 
1898 ... ove 27 4 28 «8 16 8 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
25th October, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Correspond- 
25th Oct. ing 
1 in 1901. 
ay. Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number. 10,364 9,102 
Sheep and 4,550 5,615 
Fresh meat :— 
ove eve ove ooo Cwts. 64,352 119,354 
Mutton... ooo ” 76,087 39,017 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Pork ne 8,594 5,701 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... je 11,446 12,690 
4 Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting ” 14,686 13,509 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts. 54,540 65,070 
Margarine ... one 16,020 22,642 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... ” 220 
» condensed... ... ” 20,084 18,058 
» preserved, other kinds ... oes ” 9 34 
Grt. Hundr, 413,301 424,293 
Poultry and game ... re av Value 6,227 4,479 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ove Cc 34,308 10,619 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat si... ove ose Cwts, 1,644,195 1,081,900 
Wheat-meal and flour ... =... 435,690 145,100 
Peas 27,787 62,200 
Maize or Indiancorn ... 1,075,543 589,300 
Fruit, raw :— 
dee Cwts. 138,422 108,834 
Apricots and peaches... ” 23 
Bunches, 90,733 43,791 
” 48,528 55,081 
Unenumerated . 5,836 4,281 
Cwts. 8,916 1,212 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ove ove Bushels, 154,907 129,791 
Potatoes ... Cwts, 110,192 42,627 
Tomatoes ... 8,693 §,219 
Unenumerated ... «owes Value £ 4,186 3,885 
Vegetables, dried ... Cwts, 2,674 12,796 
Preserved by canning ... 9,502 6,953 
* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of September, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th inst. :— 
State of the Labour Market in September; Harvest Wages in 
1902 ; Census of Warwickshire and Glamorganshire ; The Strike of 
the Anthracite Coal Miners in the United States of America ; Belgian 
Industrial Census; Inspection of Factories and Workshops in 
Austria in 1901; Prices of Coal and Iron, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,908. South Formosa (Supplementary), 1901. 


Increase in value of imports Increase of trade with Japan. 
and exports in 1901 of 30,8971. Large decrease in the im- 
and 54,910/. respectively. ports of kerosene. 


e 
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Government Publications. 


Sugar industry and exports. Returns of principal articles 

Subsidy to shipping com- of import into and export from 
panies. Tainan in 1900 and 1901. 

Subsidy to a British ice Regulations for the encour- 
company. agement of the sugar industry. 


Completion of Government 
railway from Tainan to Kagi. 


No. 2,909. Cuba, 1901. 


Condition of Cuba in 1901. New openings for British 
Particulars of trade by arti- trade and advice to traders. 

cles and countries. Currency and exchange. 
Imports of provisions and Sugar and tobacco industries. 

liquors, rice, textiles, metals, Stock raising. 

&e. Shipping at Havana in 1901. 
Exports of sugar, tobacco, Carrying trade of Cuba, 

&e. Revenue and expenditure. 

No. 2,910. Ancona, 1991. 

Shipbuilding industry. Mineral water springs, con- 
Particulars of imports, ex- cession. 

ports and shipping. Harbour works and improve- 
Telegraph service. ments. 


Statistics of failures. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


A report from the following British Colony has been issued 
since the last number of the ‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 368. Barbados. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Census of Ireland, 1901. Part II. General Report. (Cd. 1,190.] 
Price 7s. 6d. 


This volume contains the general summary of the results of the 
Census of Ireland, 1901, as well as a report thereon dealing with 
the ages, occupations, religious professions, degree of education, 
&c., of the population of Ireland. ‘The population of Ireland on 
31st March, 1901, was 4,458,775, showing a decrease of 245,975 
persons or 5:2 per cent., as compared with the census of 1891. 


Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by Railway Companies during the 
six months ending 30th June, 1902. [Cd. 1,308.) Price 1s, 2d. 

These returns show that during the first six months of the 
present year 538 persons were killed and 3,088 injured on railways 
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Government Publications. 


in the United Kingdom in the course of public traffic ; in addition, 
35 persons were killed and 5,427 injured in accidents which 
occurred upon railway premises, but in which the movement of 
vehicles used exclusively upon railways was not concerned ; the 
total number of personal accidents reported to the Board of Trade 
by the several railway companies during the six months amounted 
to 573 persons killed and 8,515 injured. 

Reports by the inspecting officers of the Board of Trade upon 
certain accidents are appended to the returns. 


General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the Capitul, 
Traffic, Working Expenditure and Net Profits of the Railway Com- 
panies of the United Kingdom for the year 1901. [Cd. 1238.] 
Price 4d. 

This report, which is prepared each year in the Board of Trade, 
reviews the statistics of capital, traffic, receipts and expenditure 
of the railway companies of the United Kingdom, these statistics 
having been already published separately by the Board of Trade. 
See p. 331 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 14th August last. 
In the present issue it is pointed out that the main features"of the 
statistics of British railway working in recent years were a very 
small increase in traffic receipts, together with a continued ex- 
pansion of the working expenditure. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from soteaee. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price No. Place. Price 
| 
EUROPE— 2758 | German Colonial Estimates 
Austria-Hungary for 1902... 14d. 
2852 1901 14d.|| 2790 | German Colonies . "1900-01) 
2857 | Bohemia eee » | 54d.|| 2819 | German East Africa ...1901 13d. 
2895 | Fiume ... eee | 1d. || 2845 | Germany coo | 
2762 | Trieste ... eee eee yy | 13d.|| 2748 | Estimates of German Em- 
| pire for1902... 1d. 
Igium : 2774 | Pomerania... «1901 34d. 
2901 | Belgium (Finances and 2751 | Prussian relameaaiee for 
Trade) 1901) 2d. 1902-03 1d. 
2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 4d. 
B H 572 | Higher, ‘Middle and Lower 
2827 | Bulgaria aes +1901) 23d. Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 | Supplementary report on 
Denmark : Chemical Instruction and 
2739 1d. Chemical in 
2829 | Denmark ooo 8a; Germany « 
574 | Prussian Railways 3d. 
France and Colonies: 575 | German Iron trade in 1900 
2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901} 2d. and 1901 ... Sd. 
2817 | Bordeaux 21901) 4d. 
2768 | Calais ... ses eee 9 | 23d,|| 2788 | Cyclades 4001901} 1d. 
2806 | Cherbourg... | 2d. || 2800 Islands... «oe ye 
2784 | Corsica ... 99 | 1d. || 2760 | Morea .. 
2808 | Dunkirk 1d. || 3775 | Pirsous ..0 gy | 
2737 | France .. ‘21900 3d. || 2764 | Thessaly 1d. 
2876 | French Guinea, ‘1899 & 1900 ld. || 576 | Mineral Resources of Greece 103d. 
2834 | French Indo-China ...1901) 1d, 
2821 | Hamburg Italy: 
2754 | Havre ... eee yy | 8d. || 2910 | Ancona... 1901} 4d. 
2765 | Nantes . tis eee 99 | 1d. || 2820 | Genoa ... a +1901) 23d. 
2786 | Nice... eee | 1d. || 2865 | Lecce Province 
2891 | New Caledonia | 1d. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2823 | Pondicherry and Kari- 2773 |Lombardy ... 45 | 1d. 
| 1d, || 2744 Naples ples | 
2815 | Réunion eee yy | 1d. || 2864 | South Italy ‘(Supple- 
2866 | Senegal... ooo | ld. mentary) .. | 
2877 | Society Islands me 1d. | 2896 | Rome and District... » | 2d. 
582 | Chemical and Metal Tndus- 2838 | Sardinia wae Jeng 
tries of the District of 2887 | Sicily ... ron siggy 1 
German Empire and Colonies: | Netherlands and Colonies: 
2816 | Baden ... 901| 1d. | 2761 | Amsterdam ... ...1901/ 1d. 
2783 | Bavaria... eee | 2883 | Dutch Guiana... 
2769 | Chemnitz | 40. || 2863 | Java... 13d, 
2892 | Dantzig... ... » | 1d. || 2882 | Netherlands (Finances) 
2851 | Frankfort-on-Main ... ,, | 4d. | 901-2) 2d, 
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No. Place. Pricel| No Place. Price 
Norway : AFRICA— t 
2873 | Norway = ...1901| 244.|) 577 | Agricultural Prospects o 
the Plateawsx of the Uganda} 
-Portugal and Colonies: Railway ... 1d. 
2799 | Beira ... abe ---1901| 14d.|) 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2861 | Chinde ... yy 4 tectorate . ..1901-02} 23d. 
2794 | Goa eos yy | 34. || 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d. 
2811 Lourengo Marques 1900} 1d. | 2903 East Africa Protectorate, 
2890 | Oporto . oe .--1901| 1d. 1901-02] 1d. 
2846 Mozambique ae s+ yy» | 1d. || 2818 | Independent State of the 
2746 | Portugal 1900) 14d. Congo .--1901] 1d. 
2880 | Quilimane... ..1901) 3d. || 2875 | Liberia... » | 34. 
2812 | Tete ... | Idd. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
(Egypt) 1d. 
Roumania: 2742 | Somali , Protectorate, 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901) 13d. 1900-01 2d. 
2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901] 2d. 
Russia 2893 | Zanzibar 
2782 | Batoum... ...1901| 2d. 
2897 | Finland pes id, 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement). 1900) 1d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901| 13d. United States of America: 
2904 yy | 24d.|| 2755 | Baltimore --.1901] 24d. 
2810 | Poland and Lithuania ,, | 24d.|| 2759 | Charleston ss | 
2860 | St. Petersburg... see | 2763 | Chicago 
2842 | Taganrog see | 2909 | Cuba... gp 
S007 | Hawaii... ... 9 | 24, 
2752 |New Orleans ... | 20. 
: 2781 | New York _.... 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901} 1d. || 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2798 | Philadelphia ... 
2856 | Barcelona 4 .1901| 3d. || 2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 14d. 
2780 | Cadiz see 5, | 2d. || 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2830 | Canary Islands eee | 2826 | Porto Rico... 
2771 | Corunna 2825 | San Francisco... | 24d. 
2824 | Malaga... | 3d, || 2770 | Texas... 
579 | Mining Industry in Spain 2894 | United States .. 1}d. 
during the year 1901 ...| 2d. || 580 | Coal Industry of the Con- 
- sular District of Chicago.| 1d. 
- Sweden: 581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of 
2879 | Gothenburg... «.-1901| 23d.)|. the United States.. 2d. 
2778 | Stockholm yy | 583 | Iron Ore Industry of the 
United States ae 1d. 
Turkey: 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana 1901) 2d. 
2884 | Baghdad | Mexico: 
2836 | Beirut ... yy | 2853 | Vera Cruz... 1}d. 
283] | Bengazi... ... 1900-01) 13d. 
2835 | Bussorah bis 1901) 3d. 
2813 | Constantinople AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2832 | Damascus eee yy | 2d. || 2776 | Costa Rica ld. 
2792 | Erzeroum : es 5, | 13d.|| 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
2822 | Palestine 1900-01) 3d. 
2854 | Smyrna... | 
2766 Trebizond ooo 1d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
578 | Trade and Economic State Argentine Republic: 
of Vilayet of Tripoli 2767 | Buenos Ayres... _—...1901] 2d. 
during the past 40 years.... 1d, || 2793 | Rosario... yy: | 
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No. Place. Price||} No. Place. Price 
Brazil : 2795 | Hankow .-1901} 14d. 
2888 | Bahia and Sergipe  ...1901| 1d. || 2906 | Ichang ... = 
2844 | Para... wee | || 2871 | Kiukiang 
2814 | Pernambuco ... wes yy | 2d || 2905 | Kiungchow ... 1901] 1d. 
2859 | Porto Alegre . 5 | 14d,|| 2907 | Nanking 1899, 1900, and 
2740 | Sergipe.. ..1900; 1d, 1901} 1d. 
2828 | Newchwang | 
Chile : 2804 | Ningpo... 
2885 | Chile... .1901| 24d.|| 2779 | Samshui 
2753 | Coquimbo sae 1900) 1d. || 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse...1900| 1d. 
2839 | Swatow... ..1901} 1d. 
Colombia: Republic of 2870 | Wenchow | 
2747 | Colombia (excepting 2840 | Wuchow wey | 1d. 
Panama) ... ...1901/ 2802 | Wuhu | 
Guatemala : 
2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul Japan: 
ture, &c. 1900 and 24@.|| 2789 | Japan ... .--1901| 2d. 
Hakodate 
Paraguay : 2899 Nagasaki 99 2d. 
2886 | Paraguay ...1901| 3d. || 2869 | North Formosa 
2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. ,, | 1d. 
Peru: 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 
2807 | Peru ...1901) || 2908 »  (Supple- 
mentary) --.1901} 1d. 
Uruguay : 2841 | Yokohama | 
2847 | Uruguay 13d. 
Venezuela: Korea: 
2833 | Caracas... ---1901| 1d. || 2849 | Korea ... .--1901| 34d. 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar 
Persia : 
ASIA— 2803 | Persian Gulf vs 24d. 
China: 
2777 | Amoy ... 1d, | 
2862 | Canton... | 2898 | Bangkok «1901; 13d. 
9797 Chin-kiang oe ld, | 
2738 | Foochow coo A 900} Id, PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2850 +1901 2848 | Friendly Islands +1901) 1d, 


4 
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Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :-— 


No. | Price. 


EUROPE— 
Austria-Hungary : 
13 Declaration amending Article XI. of the Treaty between 


the United Kingdom and Austria-Hungary of 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1873, for the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 4d. 


Belgium 
7 Treaty between the United ss and Belgium for 


the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals .. 1}d. 
4g Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... | 
France 
1 Agreement additional to the Postel Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 oes 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d, 
12 Convention regulating the ene Service between Great 


Germany : 
8 Agreement between the United and’ Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States : 


6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 4d, 


AMERICA, SOUTH—: 


Brazil: 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eos ld, 


ASIA— 
Japan: 
3 Agreement between the United ne and Japan relative 
to China and Corea ... 4d. 


Persia: 

5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia... 1d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1 897-1901. cap ie 3d, 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C,:— 
Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
846 Northern Nigeria ove ove ooo | 18, 104, 
847 British Solomon Islands ose ooo | 
348 Lagos eee eee eee ee oe eee 2d. 
849 British Guiana ere ee eee 2d. 
350 St. Vincent... ove ove 2d. 
351 Jamaica ove ° eco | 
852 Cocos Islands .. lid, 
353 Southern Nigeria eee ooo! Lid, 
354 Bermuda ove ose eee | 
355 Gambia eve 2d. 
356 Falkland Islands ove 
357 Northern Territories of the Gold ¢ Coast... | 
358 Malta ove oe ooo | 25d. 
359 Gibraltar ove eee oo | 
360 Straits Settlements... oe 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... ove sos ove 
363 Turks and Caicos Islands oe 2d, 
364 Seychelles... eve ove ose 4d. 
365 Bahamas ove eee | 

Miscellaneous : 
20 Wei-Hai-Wei . oss 4d. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of see seis oe 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of ‘Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Iists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., Sc. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, anid 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
‘of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 


at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents. in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane. 


London, E.C., price 234. 
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